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For more than 200 years, the Hudson's Bay Company
maintained a monopoly over the greater part of what is now
Canada., . The monopoly was 8o far resching that the factors,
or representatives of the great company, held the power of
life or death over all of those who lived within reach of
the trading posts.

But, in 1870, the asgitation against this mo
bouu 80 strong that the company surrendered ite c er in
exchange for certain progcrty in an around the trading posts
and at other points in the Dominion,

However , there were certain of the factors who did
not give up their sutoecratic powers-- rﬂ because they
were protected from the serutiny of eivil e by hundreds
of miles of untried wildernmess. These factors, until a few
years ago, 8till exercised the prorogatives of an absolute
monarch without thought of the Canadian parliament or its
laws. 7This state of affairs was not condoned by the board
of directors at Hudson's Bay House in London, but it was said
in some gquarters that the owners of the company did not take
serious steps to stop the autocratic exercise of an illegal
authority on the part of their urrantc. 1

In time there were 128 of these trad:lng zosto ﬂm
in an irregular chain across the frozen bonm of the HNorth,
some inside the Arctic Circle and some far to the south of it.

At the time of the surrender of the charter which
had been granted by ¥ing Charles to his relative, Pringe
Rupert, and "that company of merchants-adventurers trading
into Hudson's Bay", there were men known as free traders, who
were trading with the Indians in defiance of the co In
some localities, which were near enough to eivilization for
the force of hner:rmcn to reach and lay mu on u'utrm
factors, the led a tively ha g.ml’imo.
But, in places remote from the settlements, the e trader
followed a ealling fraught with great danger, \

¥ |



The servants of the company harrassed him on every side and
warned him from the country. If he continued to defy the
ediets of the faetor, he finally was apprehended, brought
before the factor and treated to a one-sided trail at the
end of which he was convicted and sent forth into tkre
wilderness. Before he was released, however, he was de-
prived of his gun and all provisions save a small bundle of
food--that being the sop which the factor grudgingly threw
to eonstituted law and order, in that it could not be said
the prisoner had been stripped of everything.

This procedure wes celled "La Iongue Traverse™ or
the "Journey of Death™. That such a mode of punishment
existed was denied by the compeny officials and employees,
but the rumors persisted thet such was the truth. However,
if it was true, preceution was tsken that it did not become
common rumor. It was said thet the vietim of the long
traverse never reached civilization in case he was & man of
intelligence and likely to reach official ears with his
story. The factor's Indian henchmen saw to it that, if the
rigors of the wilderness failed to finish the exhausted
voyageur, a rifle bullet did. It was further said thet no
orders were ever given. The factor merely drove the hespless
free trader from the post and his Indians followed without any
ingtructions. -

Our story concerns two men who were sentenced to the
journey of death--a father and son.

At Fort Rupert, where the story opens, Graham Stewart,
a young man with a wife and son in the settlements, had been
chief trader for some time. During his incumbency, Galen
Albret, the factor, & men of middle age, had gone to Winnepeg
and married a wife many years his junior. He had brought
Elodie to the fort where she soon began to droop. She loved her
powerful, hard hitting, but tender husband, but she longed for
the companionship of men and women Af her own age and sympathies.
In Grgham Stewart she found such an one--but their friendship
was more of the brother-sister kind. There was no hint of love.

However, Andrew Levoy, a crooked metis employe of the
post, had begun to fear Steward and desired to get rid of him.
S0 he began to poison the hind of Galen Albret--tc suggest s
liaison between Elodie and Grsgham. Albret, aroused to that
Jealousy which ie almost always in the heart of the man who
married 8 woman much younger than himself, thought to force
Grahem from the post. He wrote to the headquarters of the
company in Canade suggesting thet the position of chief trader
could be dispensed with at rort Rupert.

The night the company's reply came, Steward caught
Levoy hiding away furs whiech he had stolen from the company.
Levoy pleaded for mercy, giving as his excuse that his wages
were smell and his wife and boy had been ill all winter.




Stewart's heart was touched and he agreed not to tell
Albret provided Levoy would leave the compauny and never
attempt to get amglomnt with it again, Levoy promised and
Stewart told him to return the furs.

Returning to the factor's living room, Stewart
found the mail had been brought by a courier des bois. In the
mail, he found a matech safe with his name engraved upon it. He
showed this to Elodie. Her excitement and delight over this
present which proved to be from Stewart's wife and boy further
inflamed the wrath of Albret. Thus it wae that Albret found
satisfaction in showing a letter from the company to Stewart.
In 1t, Stewart learned that his position as chief trader was
no more--that he was to report to another post where “"something"
would be found for him to do.

~ Graham refused to accept the situation and told
Albret that he would quit the company and get backing as a free
treder. Albret exhibited no interest in Stewart's plans what-
ever. Steward left the post.

In the years that followed, Elodie Albret died and
left a little daughter. This dauvghter became the apple of
Albret's eye, Stewart became a free trader and was unmolested
by any of the company's fsctors until he encroached upen the
domain of Galen Albret. Then he encountered trouble. He was
lured from his trading station by a trick, his camp was burned
and his rifle stolen. He was left to try the long traverse.
g; 21%1 not reach the settlements, because Levoy followed and
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That same gring. Stewart's wife died. The night
she lay under the light of the candles, Ned Stewart, her twleve
year old son, heard the story of how his father's body was
found by a woodsmen who arrived in the settlements with the
moeteh safe and other trinkets teken from Stewart's clothes.
The woodsman made it plain that the mammer of Stewart’'s death
never would be known.

Beside his mother's bed, Ned Steward knelt and made
an oath to search his father's enemies and kill them.

The year: .xuaed and the boy became a men. He
followed in the m: eps of his father and became a free trader.

But, he fought on broader lines than his father--gathered backing
of some .gr.ogort:lona and established a sizeable post along one of
the trails leading to ranimr'n House. At this post, he stopped
Indian trappers and traded for their furs before they reasched the
Hudson's Bay Post to the North. ' '

Balen Albret, the head factor at Conjuror's House
heard of this and sent Placide, one of his ecouriers des bois, with




a band of Indians end Achille Picard, a French Canadian employe,
to cepture Ned Trent, as yound Steward was now known., They
attached Ned, but he eluded them and would have escaped except
that Adhille Picard fell into the lake and would have been
drowned but for Ned's help. Ned has exposed himself to capture
and thus saved a life.

hen Ned arrived at the trading post, he saw Virginie
Albret for the first time. She saw in him the embodiements of
romence, for good-looking yong men were scarce in the vicinity
of the Frigid Zone. She became infatuated at once.

Ned defied Albret and Albret deferred judgment on his
case, When lNed found himself free to roam the environs of the
post, he sought Achille Picard. Achille told Ned that he
believed Albret was going to lock him up until the coming of
winter and then send him out on the Long Traverse. Achille
wanted to get Ned a gun, but he did not dare, He told Ned thet
he might as well have been drowned in the lske as to get a gun.

Then Ned had an idea. He believed that he could goad
Albret to the white heat of anger where the older man would send
him out at once and that he might get a rifle in the meantime.

He went in to bait Galen to the point of fury, but was
progressing badly when Virginis came in. Ned saw that he had
fascinated Virginia and he made quick love to her under the
glowering eyes of Gelen. Then he kissed her and Galen's wrath

flamed to the point where he called in Placide and others ordering

them to prepare to send Ned out on the Long Traverse--a method of
punishment which he had denied to exist an hour previously.

Ned went outside and met Achille near tre window of the
room in which Virginia was sobbing, then smiling, under the spell
of that well-remembered kiss. HNed told Achille that he believed
he knew where he could get a rifle. Achille, who was by of
being the humble re of his princess, Virginis, sensed t
was in the wind and bided his time. Achille In.l “orn between h‘ll
love for Virginia and his feeling of gratitude fo Ned.

A That evening, Ned t Virginia and played upon her
beginnings of love for him until he deliberately spoiled it a1l
because he saw that he could not use innocent girl in such
a manner. Achille, who had seen the gkngootlm between the

pleaded with Ned to let Virginia slone. HNed half promised.

.- m:iu-. went to Virginia and warned her against Ned. Then she

suspected that danger confronmted Ned, but found no one who would
enlighten her sbout the peculiarities of that danger.

The next morning she went to her best friend, the wife
of Doetor Cockburn, from whom she learmed the truth. m she
heard that her father was at the bottom of these things, she
sought Ned and argued him into taking her own rifle which was
not among those accounted for at the post., Ned finally agreed to

accept her sacrifice when she told him that her father was sending




her to Quebec that summer to enter a schoel for young women,

In the night, Virginia and Ned quietly went across
the river in a canoe, On the other shore, Ned was full of
the future, as all men are., She was full of the moment, Ned
kissed her lightly in saying good-bye and, with true feminine
inconsi stency, she paddled swiftly back to the other shore in
a flare of anger, Ned saw that he had hurt the girl whom he
had come to love and he swam back to make it right with her,
Ehere occurred the real kiss of betrothal--interrupted by
Galen's Indians, who were searching for the missing Ned. Ned
managed to elude the Indians wntil Virginia was safe from
detection, but he was unmeuml in meking good his escape.

Taken beck to Albret, Ned refused to tell who had
holped him and stuck to the atory that he stole Virginia's rifle
from her room. Gglen did not suspect that his daughter could
have had anything to do with the premature escape.

Then Gglen threatemed to have Ned hanged if he did
not tell who helped him and Ned tried to force Galen to shoot
him on the spot. Galen would have done so, had not Virginias
interfered, She confessed her part in the affair and hldly
told Galen she loved Ned, This made Galen furious. He
denounced Virginia--ordered her and her lover from his poat.
Virginis fainted and Ned carried her into the living room where
he deposited her on the couch.

Galen, watching him go., brushed his hand against the
0ld match safe bearing the name "Graham Stewart", which Ned had
laid on the table during a mnt of insolence in which he
lighted a cigarette further to exasperate Gglen.

Galen went into the living room and there watched the
retum ::n ;lirsinia to consciouvsness, still holding the metch safe
in his

The metch safe brought back bitter memories. He
remembered how he had unjustly thought his wife untrue to him--
how he had driven Stewart forth to die--and how, years later,
Apdrew Levoy had confessed to the lies which blackened Graham
and Elddie in Galen's eyes.

Galen went into the council room again and faced Ned,
Galen began to confess and Ned at once knew that he was facing
the man he had sworn to kill., He told Galen so., Galen threw a
revolver on the table and told Ned that he stood ready--let Ned
kill hip now if he thouvght he was right. Ned raised the revolver,
but he could not fire. Virginie stood in the way. Galen remarked
that he felt shw would always etand in the m. Galen then sent
Ned away for the night.

The next morning there was much sctivity about the
poet. The Abitibi brigade was going south. Ned was brought forth
and,fo his surprise, he heard Galen Albret tell the men that he was
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to command the brigade on the way south. Another surprise
awgited him. In one of the canoes sat Virginia dressed for
the long voyage up the Mighty nriver of the Moese. Ned
turned to Galen. Galen indicated Virginia and said:

"I do not give her to you. She is in yonr care., You
will take her to Quebec. What happens then, I cannot foretell."

Ned stepped into the canoe to & smiling Virginias, while
Galen stood on the shore and watched the brigade paddle out into
thelake and from view around a point of land.

As Ned and ?i'rgina sat with clasped hands looking into
the future, a head insinuated itself between their shoulders and
Achille said with a grin:

"So, M'sieu--you tak'la Longue Traverse, anyway--Ouil!"
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